
Valedictory Address Failure by Timothy Turner 

What’s going on everyone. Before I start I would like to thank all the people who worked 

hard to make it up to the Class of 2020 for lost time, and for making this graduation possible. I 

never thought that this would be the ‘famous Class of 2020’ for not so good reasons, but I’m 

glad we got to do this. 

 Today is pretty bittersweet. A good chunk of us have known each other since 

Kindergarten, and might never see each other again. The idea that thirteen years of our lives 

are behind us is crazy to imagine. 13 years of growing up together, 13 year of embarrassment, 

13 years of laughter, 13 years of hot and heavy relationships, alright maybe not the last part. 

 Today is a day to look forward. Some envision a future in the workforce, others in the 

military. If you’re like me, you’re envisioning thousands of dollars in debt. But regardless, we’re 

all entering the same world. 

 In this world of uncertainty, filled with political instability, division, climate change, a 

bad economic outlook, oh and a global pandemic, you might think we got dealt a bad hand.   

 And we did, so uh, let’s look back to the past for a little bit. 

 I want to tell you a story about a guy. We’ll call him Big Jeff. When he was young he was 

told that he could be anything that he wanted. The adults told him so, it had to be true. The 

adults said a lot of things that he thought would be true. Lots of kids wanted to be firefighters, 

doctors, fishermen; 5 - year old Jeff wanted to be a rock star. 



 Alright so you’ve probably guessed that Jeff was me. So, yeah, when I was really young, I 

thought I would randomly become a famous musician overnight, and like make money too, and 

like have tons of girlfriends…, the list is starting to drop off. I guess I naively believed that 

people would seek out my music and want to hear what 5 -year old me had to say about, I don’t 

know, firetrucks. But when I turned 16 years old, which was only like a year ago, I realized the 

world does not really care about your dreams as much as the adults told you. In fact the powers 

that be are working against you in such a way, that you cannot in fact, be anything you want. 

 This lesson was hard to learn. The idea that no one outside of this town cares about you 

is a world altering event for most people. A lot of us are starting to realize this. 

 This puts all 62 of us at a crossroads in our life. Do we keep striving for the things we’ve 

always wanted, or do we move forward in safe mode. For the first times in our lives, the word 

risk has actual meaning. Before, putting yourself out there just meant that the worst thing that 

could happen was that you’d look like a clown online. But now, putting yourself out there could 

mean that you don’t get to eat dinner tonight. The added element of financial desperation is a 

whole new ball game for a lot of people.  

 What this crossroads boils down to is essentially the question of life. Do you want to 

pick the safe route and have that nagging feeling in the back of your head for the rest of your 

life? Or do you want to fail? And fail again? And fail again and again and again, until one day, 

maybe you might just get what you want out of life? It seems obvious to pick choice 2 until one 



night, you’re sleeping in your car with no hope left and you’re thinking that maybe I should 

have gone to med school. 

 For a lot of us, it’s the failure aspect that hurts the most. Not only does it seem like you 

can’t do anything right, but literally everyone else can. I mean it’s a totally tired out cliché at 

this point. Every single adult who’s used the internet once, comes to speak to us about safe 

habits online or whatever. Like that one lady who told us that someday, a mysterious man 

would hit us up on Myspace and tell us to send ‘hot pics.’  

 But the one thing those people get right is that everyone puts their best self on social 

media. Not only that, but the algorithms on these sites, by definition, are pushing the most 

successful people to our feeds. It’s so easy to think that your favorite internet celebrity has 

never made a mistake, never been unfunny, or has never not taken a hot pic. 

In essence, lots of people who lived their life on safe mode will tell you to do the same.  

I don’t know if it’s because they care about us, or they’re jealous or maybe both. They’ll sit in 

their cubicle as the world around them burns, and they’ll have the audacity to tell YOU to be 

realistic. Being realistic is how we got to this world we live in today.  

 If there is anything I’ve learned in the last couple months, it’s that like 4, maybe 5 things 

actually matter. Like I’m sorry Mr. McQuillan, but I don’t really think the GDP matters as much 

as we were told. I don’t wanna get political but as far as important things go, God’s probably 



first, and then family, friends, . But that fifth thing that matters is pushing past failure to get 

what you want. 

 And maybe if all of us not only push, but are receptive to what other people want, the 

world will be a better place. The earth just might care about what the 5 - year old Timmy’s of 

the world have to say about firetrucks. Thank You. 

 

  


